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Round Robin Reviews 

 

In Mrs. Kepner's Language Arts class, 

students participated in a round-robin 

peer review.  By focusing on only two to 

three elements of a paper at a time and 

getting five peers to look at their writing, 

students were able to get a well-

rounded and helpful feedback as they 

work towards their final drafts.  Some 

comments students made in the 

feedback survey to Mrs. Kepner were: "I 

like the Round Robin review because I 

enjoy getting information back from a 

bunch of other classmates, not just one 

or two." "Yes (I like this) because you 

can help other people by giving them 

tips. And if a variety of people give you 

feedback you have a variety of things 

you can change. "  

 

Technology Workshop for 

Teachers 

 

This week BCMS teachers took the time 

to participate in faculty led technology 

workshops. Teachers were able to 

explore Google Classroom, a variety of 

online apps, Smart TV training, and 

some of the many features of Google 

Drive. These workshops allow our staff 

to explore elements of technology 

through the expertise of their 

colleagues, and them implement them 

right into their classrooms.   

 

 

Science Club 

 

The science club is experimenting to 

figure out what makes a building 

earthquake safe.  They are testing 

different foundations (sand, sand & glue, 

and plaster) and different types of 

structures to see which survive the 

quake. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All About Cells 

 

 
 

 
 

In Mrs. Heaney's 6th grade science 

class the students learned all about the 

cell, its organelles, and its 

processes.  Students completed various 

activities to develop their understanding 

of cells.  They completed gizmos (online 

simulations), worked on crossword 

puzzles, watched BrainPop videos, 

related the cell organelles to the school, 

and completed a 3-dimensional cell 

project.  The students did a wonderful 

job learning about cells!  

 

8th Grade French Class 

 

This week in French class, the 8th 

graders were invited to choose a 

learning station in the classroom, 

according to their own comfort levels in 

the current lesson.  Students chose to 

work independently on a short project, 

do practice sentences with a bit of 

guidance from Mrs. Fredericks, or 

participate in small-group instruction so 

that they could better understand the 

material.  At the end, everyone felt it 

was productive to be able to choose, 

and have a more tailor-made lesson. 

 

Ms. Graham Presenting at This Year’s 
NJEA Convention 
 
Next week Ms. Graham will be 
representing BCMS at the 
2015 NJEA Teacher's Convention.  On 
the Friday morning she will be 
presenting a workshop with one of her 
former colleagues. The focus of the 
workshop will be to show teachers that 
physical activity increases blood flow to 
the brain which in turn can help improve 
academic concentration and 
performance and how this is especially 
important during testing periods 
throughout the school year. This is the 
second year in a row that she will be 
presenting at NJEA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6th Grade Guidance Activities 

 

The theme for October was Self-concept 
and the character value was Respect.  
On October 8th, all students participated 
in a school wide activity the “Science of 
Character”.  On October 9th, 6th graders 
were given role plays about respect to 
act out and discuss at their lunch 
tables.   During the month of October, 
Mrs. Cardamone visited each of the 
Language Arts classes and read from  
 

 
 
the book Chicken Soup for the Teenage 
Soul  the poem ” My New Best Friend” 
followed by a class discussion.  For self- 
reflection, students completed an 
activity titled; “Learning to be the me I 
want to be” followed by a classroom 
discussion of individual students 
responses.  The focus of all the 
activities was on self- respect and 
learning about others.

Mrs. Donna Cardamone- School Social Worker Counselor 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Socktober Update 
 
#Socktober has been a huge success 
at BCMS! 
 
Mrs. Gorski, Mrs. Urbanski and the 
Culture Club have 
inspired BCMS students and staff to 
collect new socks for the Somerset 
Home For Temporarily Displaced Teens 
in Bridgewater, NJ.  So far we have 
collected 459 pairs of NEW  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
socks!!!!  The 6th grade has collected 
266 pairs, 7th grade 85 pairs of socks 
and  8th grade 118 pairs of 
socks.  Since we have collected so 
many new socks, we are also able to 
reach out to the Covenant House as 
well!  Way to be a caring community in 
supporting homeless teens! 

 

 

 

 



7th Grade ICE – ART 

 

 
 

Gabriella working on her zentangle 

drawing and slip trailed plate during 7th 

grade ICE. 

 

 
 

Isabella creating a slip trailed zentangle 

design on her plate during 7th grade 

ICE 

 

 

 

Math Contests 

 

Advanced math students will be 
participating in two different math 
contests in November and December at 
BCMS.  
 
Tuesday, November 
7:   American Mathematics Contest 8 
(AMC8) for all Advanced Math students 
(Grade 6: PreAlgebra, Grade 7 Algebra 
and Grade 8 Geometry). The AMC8 is 
25 questions, 40 minutes, no calculator, 
with high scores receiving awards and 
potentially being eligible to take the 
AMC10. Read more about it on the 
attached parent letter or on their 
site: http://www.maa.org/math-
competitions/amc-8 
 
Wednesday, December 9: AMNTJ 
Middle School Math Contest for any/all 
Algebra or Geometry students (Grade 7 
and Grade 8). The AMTNJ is 20 
questions, 45 minutes, half with 
calculator/half without, top 5 scores are 
entered as the school "team". Read 
more about it on their 
site: http://amtnj.org/events/contests/ 
 

Numbers in French Class 

In French class, students have been 
mastering numbers one through one 
hundred. As a culminating activity, 
students had a series of tasks to 
complete where numbers play a key role 
in our everyday lives. Each task was 
listed under a specific category such as 
The Calendar, Car Buying, Travel and 
History to name a few. Using Google as 
their primary search engine, students 
researched information such as the cost 
of a plane ticket to France, the dates of 
important historical events in France, 
the cost of a French model car of their 
choice and also counting how many 

http://www.maa.org/math-competitions/amc-8
http://www.maa.org/math-competitions/amc-8
http://amtnj.org/events/contests/


days until specific holidays.  After each 
piece of information was gathered, 
students were challenged to write out 
their answers in French and share their 
research findings with the class. 

 

Force Social Studies 
 
Happy Halloween!  Students learned 
about the history of Halloween in 
America during their Social Studies 
class!

Happy Halloween! 

 

Branchburg Central Middle School staff 

would like to wish all of our students and 

their families happy, safe and warm 

Halloween festivities.  We enjoyed the 

Halloween spirit of our students today 

with the many costumes we saw 

throughout the building. Have a great 

weekend.  

 

          
 

          


